Pearson Level 3 AAQ BTEC National in Information Technology (Extended Certificate)

GENERAL COURSE BREAKDOWN:

The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in Information Technology (Extended Certificate) allows students to study the fundamental knowledge of Information Technology covering the role and implications of using Information Technology systems and cyber-security threats and how to manage attacks. Students will also develop important skills for creating websites to meet a specific purpose and to manage data through the development of a relational database solution. The BTEC National in Information Technology (Extended Certificate) is equivalent to one GCE A Level. The qualification is designed to be taken alongside A Levels as part of a study programme and can link to learning in A Level Mathematics and A Level Business Studies. It is intended for students that wish to progress into higher education as a pathway to employment.

UNITS BREAKDOWN:

There are two examined units and two internally assessed units where students will engage in practical tasks to develop their Information Technology skills and knowledge.

The qualification has four mandatory units covering the following topics:

• Information Technology Systems (written examination) – Information technology systems, including the relationship between software and hardware, and the issues related to IT systems
• Cyber Security and Incident Management (written examination) – Types of cyber security attacks, the vulnerabilities in networked systems and how to plan and respond to attacks
• Website Development (PSAB marked by the school and verified by the exam board)  – The development tools, techniques and processes used in website development and how to test usability, functionality and fitness for purpose
• Relational Database Development  (PSAB marked by the school and verified by the exam board)  – Structure of data, data design and database management systems (DBMS).


DESTINATIONS (where your subject could take students/FE and career paths etc):

This qualification can lead to progression to the following degrees:

• BA Business Studies
• BSc Information Systems
• BSc Computer Science

QUALITIES (what skills and interests you think students should have):

No prior study of IT is necessary, but applicants should have technical ability. 

More information: Information Technology (AAQ) | Pearson qualifications
