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Overview
· Combined Science (Trilogy) is worth 2 GCSE’s
· Separate Sciences (Triple Science) is worth 3 GCSE’s (Biology, Chemistry and Physics are all graded individually.
Important: 
Both routes will give access to A Level Sciences, Sixth Forms and University courses; however, we find that students that take A Level Sciences find the gap between GCSE and A Level to be less.
	Feature
	Combined Science (Trilogy)
	Separate Sciences 
(Triple Science)

	Number of GCSE’s awarded
	2 GCSE’s awarded for combined Science
	1 GCSE for Biology
1 GCSE for Chemistry
1 GCSE for Physics

	Exam Papers
	6 papers (2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry and 2 x Physics)
	6 papers (2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry and 2 x Physics)

	Exam Length
	1hr 15 mins each
	1hr 45 mins each

	Grades
	9-9 to 1-1
	9-1 for Biology
9-1 for Chemistry
9-1 for Physics

	Tier Levels available
	Foundation (1-1 to 5-5)
Higher (4-4 to 9-9)
	Foundation (1 to 5)
Higher (4 to 9)

	Content
	Core content only
	Core Content plus additional content in the three sciences


Both qualifications are 100% exam based, and both include
· Multiple choice, structures, short-answer and long response questions
· No coursework, but you will be required to complete a series of “Required Practicals”, which will be tested on with exam questions in the summer exams
How are Grades Calculates and why this matters?
Combined Science Trilogy
· All students receive two GCSE grades shown as a pair (e.g. 6-6, 7-6, 5,4)
· All six papers are marked equally, and the results are averaged together to form a combined grade
· There is no individual grade for Biology, Chemistry or Physics
	Situation
	Positive
	Negative

	Student is strong in one Science
	A high mark in one science will boost the overall average
	Strength in one area may be diluted by weaker performance in the other areas

	Even performance across all three Science disciplines
	Result will be a fair and balanced grade
	Less room to show individual subject strengths

	Weak in one Science
	A weaker subject can be offset by performance in the stronger ones
	May bring down the combined grade



[image: ]Separate Sciences (Triple Science)
· Students are awarded three distinct grades: one each in Biology, Chemistry and Physics
· Each subject is graded individually, based on the combined score from the 2 exam papers
· Final result: 3 separate grades, e.g. Biology 8, Chemistry 7, Physics, 6
	Situation
	Positive
	Negative

	Student is strong in one Science
	Students will receive top marks in their best subject
	Strength in one area does not boost the grade in other areas

	Even performance across all three Science disciplines
	Student should receive strong, consistent grades
	High workload is required to maintain a high grade across all three Sciences

	Weak in one Science
	A lower grade on one Science discipline has no effect on the other 2 disciplines
	Colleges and Universities may notice a lower grade in one Science



Which Subject Should My Child Take?
	
	Combined Science
	Separate Sciences

	Does it prepare my child for A Levels in Science?
	Yes
	Yes.

	Does it affect University changes?
	In most cases it has no effect. Some do look at GCSE grades (medicine for instance)
	For a small number of science-based courses it may be better for students to have completed Separate Sciences

	Is it better for science careers?
	Suitable foundation
	Extra depth can help

	Is there more to learn?
	
	Yes – more topics and additional detail in key areas

	Is it more challenging?
	
	Yes. We look at concepts in greater depth and longer exams are required.



Final notes for Parents
· Separate Sciences is often taken by students who are committed, highly engaged, performing well and interested in STEM careers
· Remember that both routes are equally valid, and students can progress to A levels or University courses from both paths
· [image: ]Taking Separate Sciences will take up one of your option subjects as we need additional time to deliver that additional content and depth required for high grades.
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