Music Assessment Information
How students are assessed across Music, BTEC Music Practice, Music Technology and post-16 pathways

Assessment principle: Assessment in Music is practical, purposeful and developmental. Students are assessed on what they can do, what they understand and how effectively they can improve, explain and apply musical choices.
Assessment overview
	Key Stage / Course
	What is assessed
	Typical evidence
	How feedback is used

	KS3 Music
	Practical musicianship, creativity, listening, vocabulary, rehearsal habits and reflection.
	Performances, compositions, group work, listening/retrieval tasks, short written reflections and teacher observation.
	Students receive clear strengths and next steps linked to accuracy, control, confidence, creativity and musical understanding.

	KS4: BTEC Music Practice
	Musical styles/products, music skills development and responding to a music brief.
	Pearson Set Assignment evidence, recordings/video, practical outcomes, logs, planning/commentary and final performance, composition or production work.
	Criteria-based feedback, targets and tracker checks support improvement before moderation or external assessment.

	KS4: NCFE Music Technology
	Music technology knowledge and skills across DAW use, musical elements, sound creation, multitrack recording and the music business.
	NEA project evidence, DAW/project files, exported audio, production planning/commentary, and examined assessment practice.
	Practical checkpoints, file-management checks, exam preparation and individual targets support progress towards the NEA and written exam.

	Post-16
	Advanced practical, technical, creative and evaluative work linked to the relevant qualification.
	Coursework portfolios, recordings, practical observations, written evaluations, presentations, rehearsal logs and externally assessed components where required.
	Students receive criteria-based feedback, independent development targets and support with portfolio completion and quality assurance expectations.



KS3 assessment: practical-first model
• Each KS3 unit has a clear practical outcome, such as a rhythm performance, keyboard performance, group arrangement, composition or creative response to a brief.
• Students are assessed through lesson-by-lesson observation, retrieval tasks, rehearsal checkpoints, peer feedback and final performances or creative outcomes.
• Assessment focuses on musical progress rather than perfection: accuracy, pulse, control, expression, creativity, teamwork and the ability to reflect on improvement.
• Students are supported through model examples, scaffolds, sentence starters, visual prompts, simplified routes and challenge routes.





KS4 assessment information
	 Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Music Practice



	BTEC Music Practice is a practical, vocational course. Students explore musical products and styles, develop skills in performance / creating original music / music production, and complete a synoptic response to a music brief.


	Assessment area
	What students do

	Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles (30%)
	Explore how musical products are created, investigate key features of musical styles and apply musical elements and techniques through practical creative work.

	Component 2: Music Skills Development (30%)
	Develop musical and professional skills through workshops and practical tasks. Students work across music performance, creating original music and music production, then develop two disciplines more deeply.

	Component 3: Responding to a Music Brief (40%)
	Interpret a set brief, plan a creative response, develop and refine musical material, present a final product and comment on the creative process and outcome.


	KS4 Route 2: NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Music Technology (V Cert)


	Music Technology cohort follows the NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Music Technology. Assessment combines a practical, externally set non-exam assessment with an externally marked written examined assessment.


	Assessment area
	What students do

	Non-exam assessment (NEA) (60%)
	A supervised synoptic project internally marked and externally moderated. Students apply music technology knowledge and skills through project evidence, DAW work, sound creation / production decisions and supporting commentary as required by the live brief.

	Examined assessment (EA) (40%)
	A written exam that assesses recall, application, analysis and evaluation of music technology knowledge, including DAW use, musical elements, sound creation, recording/mixing and the music business.

	Content areas
	Introduction to music technology and the music business; the digital audio workstation (DAW); musical elements, musical style and music technology; sound creation; multitrack recording.

	Evidence and preparation
	Students build practical confidence through workshops, file-management routines, production tasks, listening/retrieval practice, mock questions, revision and targeted feedback.




Post-16 assessment information
• Post-16 Music, Music Performance and Sound Engineering courses are assessed through qualification-specific criteria.
• Students build portfolios that may include recordings, practical observations, production files, written evaluations, rehearsal logs, presentations and project evidence.
• Internally assessed work is standardised and quality assured in line with awarding body requirements.
• Where a course includes an external assessment, students are prepared through retrieval, mock tasks, timed practice, feedback and targeted improvement work.
How parents and students can support progress
• Encourage regular practice and rehearsal, even in short focused bursts.
• Ask students to explain what they are trying to improve, not just what piece or project they are working on.
• Support students in meeting coursework deadlines and keeping digital files organised.
• Encourage participation in enrichment opportunities, performances and creative projects.
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