Performing Arts Assessment Information
Assessment overview
Drama assessment is practical, developmental and reflective. Students are assessed through performance, devising, characterisation, vocal and physical skills, analysis, evaluation and their ability to respond to scripts, stimuli, practitioners and professional repertoire.
	KS3
Students are assessed through pathway descriptors that show progression from identifying and describing to explaining, analysing and evaluating.
	KS4
Students complete the Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts through Components 1, 2 and 3.
	Evidence
Assessment evidence includes practical performance, devised work, written notes, rehearsal process, analysis and evaluation.


KS3 assessment: pathway descriptors
The KS3 pathway descriptors below summarise the key skills and knowledge students should be able to demonstrate across Years 7, 8 and 9. The language moves from identifying and describing towards explaining, analysing and evaluating, supporting clear progression across the key stage.
Greater Depth
	Year 7
	· Year 8
	Year 9

	· Analyse the key vocal skills (pace, pitch, pause, volume and tone).
· Analyse the key physical skills (body language, facial expression, movement and gesture).
· Analyse how to create a character (characterisation and back story).
	· Analyse how to build tension in a scene (Freytag’s Pyramid).
· Analyse the key performance skills (vocal and physical skills).
· Analyse the role of a narrator (setting, situation, characters and opinions).
	· Accurately portray characters using characteristics that suit place, personality and situation.
· Offer original opinions on relationships between characters based on understanding of text and subtext.
· Describe and analyse the performance skills of an actor, introducing original ideas for improvement.



Working At +
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9

	· Explain the key vocal skills (pace, pitch, pause, volume and tone).
· Explain the key physical skills (body language, facial expression, movement and gesture).
· Explain how to create a character (characterisation and back story).
	· Explain how to build tension in a scene (Freytag’s Pyramid).
· Explain the key performance skills (vocal and physical skills).
· Explain the role of a narrator (setting, situation, characters and opinions).
	· Accurately describe, analyse and evaluate set, lighting and costume elements, offering original ideas for improvement.
· Create a character using appropriate vocal and physical acting choices with imagination.
· Offer original opinions on relationships between characters based on understanding of the text.






Working At
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9

	· Describe the key vocal skills (pace, pitch, pause, volume and tone).
· Describe the key physical skills (body language, facial expression, movement and gesture).
· Describe how to create a character (characterisation and back story).
	· Describe how to build tension in a scene (Freytag’s Pyramid).
· Describe the key performance skills (vocal and physical skills).
· Describe the role of a narrator (setting, situation, characters and opinions).
	· Describe, analyse and evaluate the performance skills of an actor.
· Accurately describe, analyse and evaluate set, lighting and costume elements, offering original ideas for improvement.
· Create a character using appropriate vocal and physical acting choices with some accuracy.



Working Towards
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9

	· Identify the key vocal skills (pace, pitch, pause, volume and tone).
· Identify the key physical skills (body language, facial expression, movement and gesture).
· Identify how to create a character (characterisation and back story).
	· Identify how to build tension in a scene (Freytag’s Pyramid).
· Identify the key performance skills (vocal and physical skills).
· Identify the role of a narrator (setting, situation, characters and opinions).
	· Show a good understanding of relationships between characters and why they interact as they do.
· Describe and analyse the performance skills of an actor.
· Accurately describe and analyse set, lighting and costume elements.



KS4 assessment: Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts
At KS4, students follow the Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts. The course is taught as a linear pathway so that students build practical skills, explore professional repertoire and then apply their learning to a final brief.
	Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts
Students explore professional repertoire, practitioners, performance styles, creative processes and production features.
	Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques
Students develop, rehearse, perform and review performance material, showing progress in their chosen discipline.
	Component 3: Responding to a Brief
Students respond to a set brief by creating original performance material for a target audience and purpose.
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