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We are gifted by being part of a MAT community; National Poetry Day was a perfect example of this. 
Coming together alongside other schools, we had our own World Class Festival of Poetry. Our English 
team nominated students for their excellence and determination: they joined approximately 80 
students from across our trust schools.

We were privileged to have 5 guest poets: Emilie Lauren Jones, John Bernard, Dreadlock Alien, PEP the 
Poet and Spoz. Our students had the opportunity to learn from their expertise and creativity.

What a great day it was! 
I thought it was 
marvellous that Finham
Park Multi-Academy 
Trust put such value on 
poetry, that you 
organised a great event 
like that! Writing and 
performing all genres of 
poetry is so beneficial for 
young people in so many 
ways...well done for 
organising.

- Spoz the Poet

I really enjoyed how the poets communicated 
with us; they allowed us to be involved. No-one 
was left out. I liked the different activities: it 
was inclusive. Everyone had a voice, any poem. 
It was interactive, fun; and I believe I personally 
learnt not to be scared. To say something in 
front of others, whether your class or others. 
On a technical level, I learnt how to rhyme in my 
head. 

– Daniel Jalloh

There was a specific poet, his name was Spoz, and 
I thought he was really funny. He encouraged us to 
write a poem: a rap about chocolate! It showed 
how a poem isn’t just a pen on paper; you can 
express it in different ways. I realised that a poem 
is not one thing – it can begin from a single word, 
you can rhyme into a poem. 

– Evie Jolliffe



Every Diamond Starts as a Rock

Students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13  took part this week in an inspirational session with motivational 
speaker Stephen Seki, who challenged our young people to think about their attitude, resilience, 
confidence and aspirations for the future. Stephen shared his own powerful story, speaking openly 
about the challenges and setbacks he experienced throughout his life and education, and how 
determination, resilience and self-belief ultimately enabled him to pursue his ambitions.

One message particularly resonated with our students: every diamond starts as a rock. Stephen 
explained that it is the pressure, cuts and experiences along the way that shape a diamond, 
encouraging students to recognise that the challenges and setbacks they face can help shape the 
person they become. His message encouraged students not to allow failure, their background or 
other people's expectations to determine what they believe they can achieve.  The messages shared 
throughout the session aligned closely with our school’s core values of Respect, Resilience and 
Excellence, encouraging students to believe in themselves, learn from challenges, respect their own 
journey and strive to achieve their very best.

Student voice following the sessions has been overwhelmingly positive. Students  reported feeling 
more confident about their next steps, and strongly agreed that they felt more motivated to work 
towards their future goals. Most importantly, students were able to identify ways in which Stephen's 
message could influence their own choices and attitudes.

Ms Middleton
Subject Leader of Performing Arts
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Student Reflections:

“I am going to take further opportunities I would usually say no to and make the most of the 
position I am in to focus on my future.”

Another recognised the importance of opening themselves up to new experiences:
“Saying yes to opportunities opens further doors which stay closed otherwise.”

Students were also inspired by Stephen's determination to overcome the challenges he had faced. 
One student reflected that failure “does not define a person” and has learned that “No matter 
where you come from or who you are, work hard and you can achieve anything in life.”

Perhaps one of the most powerful reflections came from a student who said the session had 
encouraged them:
“To do more, reject negative labels when people tell me I can't achieve… I don't want to settle for 
less.”

Stephen's story encouraged our young people to reflect on their own attitudes, recognise their 
potential and think about the actions they can take now to shape their futures.



An Inspiration: Stephen Seki
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A huge thank you to Stephen Seki for sharing his story so openly with our students 
and for leaving them with such an important message:
Your starting point does not determine your destination. Challenges can shape you, 
failure can teach you, and every diamond starts as a rock."



College Highlights
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Centaur Highlights:

Layla McTigue -
Has shown a phenomenal turn around with her behaviour from last academic year. She is trying her 
upmost best and always have a positive attitude towards her learning.

Stanislav Rakas -
Has made an amazing turnaround with his attendance and punctuality to school. You can see that 
Stan wants to make the most of each day in school which is represented in his improved punctuality 
from last year .

Stanislav putting in additional hours 
too in his work at the High-Life 
Centre.

The students are working hard on 
their compositions; and they will be 
involved in an event at Fargo Village 
at the end of October.

Griffin highlight:

Matilda Oduro has demonstrated outstanding commitment, 
resilience and creative in her partnership programme with the 
High-Life Centre.

She has developed her own brand; and spent her time baking 
cookies and shortbread to support the wider community.

Like Stan, she will be involved in the Youth Vision Festival at 
Fargo Village.

We are incredibly proud of the attitude she has shown; and 
her desire not just to support at the food festival with her 
baking; but additionally for her skills to be used to donate to 
the local Salvation Army too.
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Dragon highlight:

Deciding what to highlight from Dragon college in the newsletter let me to check the top achieving 
dragon students so far this year. Out of the top 10 students in dragon 6 of these are from one tutor 
group!!! This is absolutely brilliant.

7KMA - well done and congratulations to:
Ava 
Lorisa
Purity
Zofia
Sanaya
Corey

This is an amazing start to Lyng Hall and very impressive that you are all in the same tutor group. Keep 
up the hard work. Well done!

On an academic front, Lucas McNeeand Daniel Piele have stood out for working extremely hard in Art 
lessons on their ceramic cake design work. They have been focused on observational drawing as well 
as creative design work in preparation to complete some ceramic work where our designs come to 
life. Amazing designs and drawing skills shown by the year 8 classes but particular shout out to these 
two who go above and beyond in effort and skill. Keep it up!

Pegasus Highlight:

Fatima Noor -
For consistently embodying all of our school values across every lesson. She demonstrates outstanding 
commitment, respect, and positivity in all that she does, serving as a shining example to her peers. 
Her excellent attitude and dedication make her a valued member of our school community.

“The oak fought the wind and was broken, the willow bent when it must and survived” 
– Robert Jordan



National Recognition
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We continue our work with the SACRE Community and are proud to be partners in the development 
of the Interfaith Curriculum programme this year. Interfaith Week is from the 8th to 15th November 
– we look forward to sharing how our student body engage in conversations about what faith and 
community means; and our role in creating a cohesive, peaceful space.



Opportunities in the Community
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Opportunities in the Community
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“When I was a teenager, I began to settle into school because I'd discovered the 
extracurricular activities that interested me: music and theatre.”— Morgan Freeman
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“The extra curricular activity in which I was most engaged - debating - helped shape my 
interests in public policy.”— Joseph Stiglitz
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• Built on Respect

• Driven by Resilience

• Defined by Excellence


