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World Class Festival of Poetry Event N

Built on Respect, Driven by Resilience, Defined by Excellence

We are gifted by being part of a MAT community; National Poetry Day was a perfect example of this.
Coming together alongside other schools, we had our own World Class Festival of Poetry. Our English
team nominated students for their excellence and determination: they joined approximately 80
students from across our trust schools.

We were privileged to have 5 guest poets: Emilie Lauren Jones, John Bernard, Dreadlock Alien, PEP the
Poet and Spoz. Our students had the opportunity to learn from their expertise and creativity.

| really enjoyed how the poets communicated
with us; they allowed us to be involved. No-one
was left out. | liked the different activities: it
was inclusive. Everyone had a voice, any poem.
It was interactive, fun; and | believe | personally
learnt not to be scared. To say something in
front of others, whether your class or others.

On a technical level, | learnt how to rhyme in my
head.

— Daniel Jalloh

There was a specific poet, his name was Spoz, and
| thought he was really funny. He encouraged us to
write a poem: a rap about chocolate! It showed
how a poem isn’t just a pen on paper; you can
express it in different ways. | realised that a poem
is not one thing — it can begin from a single word,
you can rhyme into a poem.

What a great day it was!
| thought it was
marvellous that Finham
Park Multi-Academy
Trust put such value on
poetry, that you
organised a great event
like that! Writing and
performing all genres of
poetry is so beneficial for
young people in so many
ways...well done for
organising.

- Spoz the Poet

— Evie Jolliffe
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Every Diamond Starts as a Rock N
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Studentsin Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 took part this week in an inspirational session with motivational
speaker Stephen Seki, who challenged our young people to think about their attitude, resilience,
confidence and aspirations for the future. Stephen shared his own powerful story, speaking openly
about the challenges and setbacks he experienced throughout his life and education, and how
determination, resilience and self-belief ultimately enabled him to pursue his ambitions.

One message particularly resonated with our students: every diamond starts as a rock. Stephen
explained that it is the pressure, cuts and experiences along the way that shape a diamond,
encouraging students to recognise that the challenges and setbacks they face can help shape the
person they become. His message encouraged students not to allow failure, their background or
other people's expectations to determine what they believe they can achieve. The messages shared
throughout the session aligned closely with our school’s core values of Respect, Resilience and
Excellence, encouraging students to believe in themselves, learn from challenges, respect their own
journey and strive to achieve their very best.

Student voice following the sessions has been overwhelmingly positive. Students reported feeling
more confident about their next steps, and strongly agreed that they felt more motivated to work
towards their future goals. Most importantly, students were able to identify ways in which Stephen's
message could influence their own choices and attitudes.
Ms Middleton
Subject Leader of Performing Arts

Student Reflections:

“l am going to take further opportunities | would usually say no to and make the most of the
position | am in to focus on my future.”

Another recognised the importance of opening themselves up to new experiences:
“Saying yes to opportunities opens further doors which stay closed otherwise.”

Students were also inspired by Stephen's determination to overcome the challenges he had faced.
One student reflected that failure “does not define a person” and has learned that “No matter
where you come from or who you are, work hard and you can achieve anything in life.”

Perhaps one of the most powerful reflections came from a student who said the session had
encouraged them:

“To do more, reject negative labels when people tell me | can't achieve... | don't want to settle for
less.”

Stephen's story encouraged our young people to reflect on their own attitudes, recognise their
potential and think about the actions they can take now to shape their futures.
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An Inspiration: Stephen Seki /\

£ lindon==

OV vour story made me cry from the
heart, yet feel proud of the man you
become. From the poverty in your
hometown to a motivational speaker
who had to dig and keep digging to
get his way, and you’ve done it to a
crisp. It was immense, electrifying
quotes and memorising speeches that

Gy e

hit me in a different way & @0 @& @&
4m Reply o &P

A huge thank you to Stephen Seki for sharing his story so openly with our students
and for leaving them with such an important message:

Your starting point does not determine your destination. Challenges can shape you,
failure can teach you, and every diamond starts as a rock."
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College Highlights
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Centaur Highlights:

Layla McTigue -
Has shown a phenomenal turn around with her behaviour from last academic year. She is trying her
upmost best and always have a positive attitude towards her learning.

Stanislav Rakas -

Has made an amazing turnaround with his attendance and punctuality to school. You can see that
Stan wants to make the most of each day in school which is represented in his improved punctuality
from last year .

Stanislav putting in additional hours
too in his work at the High-Life
Centre.

VISLO
Ly FIVE DAYS OF

The students are working hard on g I}“[M‘WIW ulll"l"[ ﬁ
their compositions; and they will be ]

involved in an event at Fargo Village “MMII“I"

at the end of October.

FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL AUTUMN BUSINESS FAIR

27 OCTOBER 2026 28 OCTOBER 2026
4:00PMTO B:0CPM 1:00PM TO 5:COPM
Fargo Village, CV1 5ED The Highlife Centre, Cv2 4LY

YOUTH TALENT SHOW FASHION FORWARD

28 OCTOBER 2026 30 OCTOBER 2026
600PM TD 9:DOPM 6:00PM TO 9DOPM
Fargo Village, CV1 SED Square Ore, CV1 5QT

Griffin highlight:

Matilda Oduro has demonstrated outstanding commitment,
resilience and creative in her partnership programme with the
High-Life Centre.

She has developed her own brand; and spent her time baking
cookies and shortbread to support the wider community.

Like Stan, she will be involved in the Youth Vision Festival at
Fargo Village.

We are incredibly proud of the attitude she has shown; and
her desire not just to support at the food festival with her
baking; but additionally for her skills to be used to donate to
the local Salvation Army too.
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Pegasus Highlight:

Fatima Noor -

For consistently embodying all of our school values across every lesson. She demonstrates outstanding
commitment, respect, and positivity in all that she does, serving as a shining example to her peers.
Her excellent attitude and dedication make her a valued member of our school community.

“The oak fought the wind and was broken, the willow bent when it must and survived”
— Robert Jordan
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National Recognition

Built on Respect, Driven by Resilience, Defined by Excellence

% Ministry of Housing. Communities & Local
Government
2 Marsham Strest

Ministry r.:_rf_ Housing, s 1

Communities &

Local Government Our reference: TO2026/00887

| am wnting on behalf of the Pnme Mimister to thank you for your kind letter expressing
appreciation for the Government's support for Interfath Week and the Coventry and
Warwickshire Peace Festival in November 2025.

| am delighted to hear of the success of these events, and | am grateful for the accompanying
booklets which provide a wonderful record of the initiatives.

It 1s heartening to learn about the Children's Commonwealth Service on Foleshill Road and the
inspinng ways in which young people shared their hopes for peace and understanding through
poetry and reflection. Events such as these are a wvital reminder that building a more
compassionate and inclusive society begins with education, dialogue, and the acfive
participation of the next generation.

| also welcome your recognition of the crucial role that women have played, both histoncally
and today, in sustaining families and communities, and in shaping the pursuit of peace. Your
acknowledgement of the lasting impact of conflict and the value of collective remembrance
underscores the importance of community-led initiatives in fostering reconciliation and mutual
respect. The Department remains committed to supporting interfaith engagement and
partnership work across statutory and non-statutory sectors. Iniatives such as Interfaith Week
and local peace festivals are excellent examples of how communities can work together to
strengthen cohesion, understanding, and shared purpose.

Please convey my thanks and congratulations to all those involved in organising and
participating in these events. Your dedication, leadership, and collaborative spint continue to
make a tangible difference in the lives of communities across Coventry, Warwickshire, and
beyond

Thank you for taking the time to write to us.

Yours sincerely,

Shuma
Correspondence Unit

We continue our work with the SACRE Community and are proud to be partners in the development
of the Interfaith Curriculum programme this year. Interfaith Week is from the 8th to 15th November
— we look forward to sharing how our student body engage in conversations about what faith and
community means; and our role in creating a cohesive, peaceful space.
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Opportunities in the Community

Built on Respect, Driven by Resilience, Defined by Excellence

‘\\ S vesiliencg\¢

Threads of ;)
Remembrance

UNESCO Ambassador Exhibition

L

Created by students of Lyng
Hall School, staff and members
of the local community, this
special exhibition showcases
handmade crocheted poppies,
artwork and poetry in a
beautiful display of
remembrance.

Book your place

DT, 3

i . Exhibition run
almln k:;:;r; tozc:f;r; S Q 2" - 14" November
@ en §Opm Holy Trinity Church

Coventry

REMEMBRANCE | COMMUNITY TOGETHER
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Opportunities in the Community NV -

“77014 YEAROLDS =
'BOYS & GIRLS <

10 REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
PLEASE EMAIL KRISSIE MISTRY ASAP

2 krissie.mistry@getgolfing.org

it 9TH ocmzk’:

“i THIS CAMP SUPPORTS INDIVIDUALS IN RECEIPT OF FREE SCHOOL MEALS.

“When | was a teenager, | began to settle into school because I'd discovered the
extracurricular activities that interested me: music and theatre.”— Morgan Freeman

“The extra curricular activity in which | was most engaged - debating - helped shape my
interests in public policy.”— Joseph Stiglitz
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Messages from the Wider Community /\ v

SCHOOL NURSING
NEWSLETTE H
VACCINATIONS

r _-"\,'_‘u : * During your time at Secondary Schoaol, you will be offered the
co m e* o= % following vaccines:

" A big welsome to the autumn 2026 term! We hope you had a

School yoar To protect against

lovely summer and have settled into the back-to-scheoal {or,

for some of you, new to secondary school] routine.
The school nursing service works all year round, Monday to

Friday exsluding public and bank holidays! Our details are at {2 b T i el Human paplilomavirus (H)
the bottom of the page. {Hl‘.':hﬂll'.'?; yaarE) HPW vaesing W"':"-“EI"-'*‘ ““'—'“T"‘-Wf i
d - mciuding Cardical Canoar a

wgst.lnh support with the fallowing: e s

L] Eﬂp

* Challenges with eating and diet

= Changes to your body (puberty) TefIFY (3-in-

» Emotional health and how to relax 1L Canrala ! TP vazalne protacts against

» Managing behaviour L3 ity 5 serious liinasses: Tatanus,

. Hiclars |seioal year booster] Diphtharia & Falio

s s-:f:.n' Health ar 10} MarA Ay Moningitis snd saptcasmia

iatsine [blocd polsoning)

Conzent and Confidentiality ' 4

In secondary sehools, young people can access the School

Hurse independently for advice and support without

parental sonsent. However, we always encourage young Arnfwal Protects against ﬁ‘-h'-"!'*:"' can
prophe to speak with their parents / carers. We will talk to you vaccine "'::um aoiste branchitis and
about confidentiality, Elir vliesalins elffered to all E 5

Pizase note - poroine free

in years 7 to :

Sexual Health " e
Oid you know MWMMWW
The month helps raise skamsness and -ﬂmhmmqpbuﬂtm g
_hnmﬁmm Wﬂmwﬁgmmnﬂ The School Aged Immunisation Team will be visiting your school
tfFyou |mnumm can scopss fren .ququppgn to administer wvaccinations. They are also available to offer expert
‘Eﬂ;ﬂ'rp'l‘ﬁ,l a‘uemfu-[lﬂ Mﬁqlkfd-h:nghﬂ-nummtﬁ advice to young people and families concerning immunisation
imformation. advice, and vaccination mattars.
To learn more about the team, click hare, call 2476 961 422,

Ay A free, timea-limited vaccination programme is = N
-mmmmwwmmmmiﬂm now svailabie to protect young peopleagainst 8
m@ﬂmﬁﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬁmbﬂpwmﬁlm I'I"rEI"liI'l-g}:ﬂDE&iB {MenB) disease, which can
nhdnh‘m{li#umﬂf]hm hamfth: cauae life-threatening meaningitis and sepais.

!hrd Tupport? Don't hesitate o reach our. J-hlhrll-ln'pﬂdh

It's time to Catch it, bin it, kill it! Shdl ot whers ol sl i eicainetion b,

wisiting: nhauk/book-ments [nhsuk]
A= the westher beoomes cooler, we can expact an inoreass in Far more information sbout the MenB vaccine
seasonal illnasses such as colds, fu, and other infections. visit grondelhavement
Ineluding Marowirus, With this in mind, we'd like to remind rmasinis

everyons of the importance of practising good hand hygieneand nun HEW WEBEH'E Is LI"EI
i T H

following the "Catoh it, Bin it, Hill it* guidance.

Ramarmbar tovwash your hands theroughly after blowing your Ouir brand e Covantry Family Health and Lifestyle Sarvices website is
nose, sneszing, or coughing to help prevent the spread of germs NOW et

mnd protact those arownd you. Wie're sxeited Lo launch our Brand-new website, bringing together

To refresh your knowledge of effective handwashing technigues,  information, advice and suppart far shildren, young people ard families.
please watch the short video using the link below:

il - e T - Find the infarmation you need winen yau need It
LATEH T ) Viglt Bur pew wabsite taday:
BT
LT

Contact us (Mondoy to Friday, 9:00 AM - E:00 PM, sucluding bank holldays]

Hursing Toam

i |[§l COVECHOOLNURSES

@ 01926 495321 Ext 7494 Textvia {9 Cho 07507 329 11& (Parent Line)
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World Mental Health Day
Thursday 10th October is World Mental Health Day, a great opportunity to focus on
your wellbeing and remember that looking after your mental health is just as
important as looking after your physical health.
Here are some simple ways you can suppart your mental wellbeing:
@ Talkto someone
Share your thoughts and feelings with trusted adults, friends, or family members.
Talking can help you feel supported and understoad.
L Get active
Being active can boost your mood and help reduce strese. Whether it's dancing,
singing. painting, playing sport, or going for a walk, find something you enjoy and get
involved.
= Eat well and stay hydrated
A healthy, bslanced diet and drinking plenty of water can help both your body and
mind feel their best.
= Get encugh sleep
Agood night's sleep can imprave your mood, concentration, and overall wellbeing.
£ Take time to relax
Try mindfulness activities, deep breathing exercises, listening to mugic, or other

calming activities that help you switch off and recharge.

» Remember: [t's okay not 1o feel okay sometimes, and it's always okay to ask for help.
For mere information, advice, and support about meantal haalth, pleasa visit the
rescurces listed below. ¥
YoungMinds - fighting for young people’s mental health
mw.bammmmmmmd.

NHS-Every Ming Mattey

Siremzrk, Bznlire & Sparkler Saﬂzly

Bonfire Night can be great fun, but it's important to stay safe. Check out these top safety tips:
14 Maie sure an adult is supervising fireworks and bonfires.
1] Wateh displays from a safe distance.
L4 If you're lighting fireworks, always do it at arm's length.
¢ Never carry fireworks in your pockets or light them in the streat.
 Don't go back to a firework once it has been lit, even if it doesn't seem to work.
"] Always make sure bonfires are completely out before leaving.
2, Wear gloves when using sparkiers, as they get extremely hot and can cause burns.
Keep sparklers away from other people and place them in a bucket of water cnce you've finished with
them.
N If your clothes cateh fire, remember: Stop, Drop and Rolll Stop where you are, drop to the ground, cover
your face, and roll until the flames are out. Tell your frlendsand family too so everyone knows what to do.
Want to learn more? There are lots of useful resources available about fireworks, sparklers. bonfires, and the
laws around using them. Take a look at the links below for more information.
ROSPA- Fi K safetytios | RoSPA
https://captorg.uk/firework-sa
Contact us (Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, excluding bank holidays)

G 01926 495321 Ext 7494 Textvis B Chati " 07507 329 114 (Parent Line)

Covontry School
Nurzing Team
l@' COVSCHOOLNURSES
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