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The Psychology curriculum at Lyng Hall has been carefully designed so that students’ knowledge – both substantive and disciplinary – becomes more broad and more sophisticated as they progress through the key stages. We have used the strong subject expertise within our department to ensure inclusivity - that all students are able to access and understand even the most complex of concepts. 
For example, as Psychology is a new subject for most students in Year 12, we want them to have a good understanding of the basics of the scientific discipline, so we start with Research Methods, introducing students to relevant scientific ideas and procedures that shape the foundations which underpin psychology theory. We revisit and build on Research Methods knowledge as students progress throughout the A Level course, e.g., using observations to investigate early attachments in Attachment or conducting experiments to explore how memory works in Memory. 
The curriculum also ensures that students’ disciplinary knowledge develops in an equally advanced way. For example, students will begin evaluating psychological research through consideration of validity and reliability and progress to consideration of features of science, ethical issues, social implications and/or bias, practical applications, and usefulness of research. They will develop their ability to think like psychologists, thinking critically, analysing the evidence, and asking inquisitive questions. 
We use the principles of cognitive science in the planning of our curriculum, to ensure that students develop bodies of knowledge through revisiting key concepts in different contexts. Each element of the curriculum has been carefully sequenced to aid the acquisition and remembering of this content and through this, students will be enabled in their learning - to think metacognitively. 
Finally, although outcomes are very important, we know that teaching to the test is counterproductive in developing knowledge and understanding. Out curriculum is therefore enriched by a wealth of cultural capital – the glue which helps the core content to stick. For example, while students are studying Social Influence, they will consider the dire consequences of extreme obedience and conformity, through real-life examples such as the Holocaust, Abu Ghraib prison scandal and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. They will also listen to a podcast from the infamous researcher Dr. Philip Zimbardo about the ‘Psychology of Evil’.
Year 12 end point 
By the end of Year 12, students can demonstrate mostly accurate and detailed substantive knowledge and show sound understanding of Paper 1 topics (Social Influence, Memory, Attachment & Psychopathology) and relevant scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures (Research Methods year 12 content). They will have begun to demonstrate and apply appropriate disciplinary knowledge in a theoretical and practical context. They will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate relevant scientific information, ideas and evidence and be able to develop mostly logical arguments showing an ability to reason and think critically. They can propose mostly appropriate developments and/or refinements of practical design and procedures. They are able to organise and present knowledge clearly and employ disciplinary knowledge of Psychology-specific skills and strategies such as PEEL paragraphs for AO3 and consideration of methodological criticisms. Alongside this, they have begun to use appropriate psychological terminology. Students will have begun to think like psychologists, thinking critically, analysing the evidence and asking inquisitive questions. Students [image: A colorful brain with white lines
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Description automatically generated]have developed competence and confidence in the application of their knowledge and skills and are embracing the challenges of Psychology A Level.

Rationale for curriculum sequencing
Year 12 begin the two-year A-Level course with Research Methods as this knowledge underpins the whole subject and marks from research methods questions contributes to approximately 25-30% of overall A-Level grade. Students will learn core research methods knowledge i.e., techniques, methods and justification of their use and then develop this knowledge throughout the two years by contextualising when applying to other topics. Students will quickly study the Approaches topic. This is important to cover early on as it is the story of where Psychology came from, and how it evolved, up until how it is conducted now. We then move onto the first topic of paper 1, Social Influence. Much of the evaluation is based upon research methods knowledge e.g., use of lab experiments and ethical issues, so students can immediately practice application and contextualisation of research methods knowledge. 
The next topic of the first term is Memory as this is an engaging topic (but may give unrealistic picture of Psychology A-Level if studied as first topic) and requires the need for other evaluation from research methods knowledge. Spring term will begin with Attachment where students can combine their knowledge of research methods to evaluate explanations for human behaviour. They are also encouraged to make comparisons when thinking critically and reach conclusions, e.g., is the learning or monotropic theory a better explanation of attachment? Psychopathology will follow where students will use their prior Approaches knowledge to understand different psychological approaches to explaining and treating mental health disorders. 
These Spring topics will be interleaved with Research Methods lessons where appropriate (i.e. observations during Attachment). The following topic is Biopsychology and as much of this is covered as possible (at least year 12 content) to allow for more time for revision in year 13. The end of year 12 consists of more Research Methods, including the opportunity for students to practically apply knowledge by designing and conducting their own study and writing a psychological research report. For students who are considering studying Psychology at University, this also offers experience of writing research reports and reading academic journals. Psychopathology concludes the end of year 12. This topic is more sensitive in nature, where we cover mental health disorders and different classifications of abnormal behaviour. This is done at the end of year 12 as the relationship with the students is established by this point, as well as a mutual respect between students, and between students and teacher.
 Opportunities for retrieval practice are planned throughout the Year 12 curriculum where topics overlap organically e.g. classical conditioning is introduced in Approaches then revisited in Attachment and Psychopathology, but also implemented throughout in a more abstract manner to ensure spaced revision and interleaving of topics is constant. The disciplinary skills required for mastery of Psychology A Level are taught throughout the two year course, e.g. essay skills, dissection of exam questions, application of research methods knowledge. All students will sit assessments at the end of each topic to address misconceptions and facilitate appropriate teacher interventions.
Year 13 end point
By the end of Year 13, students can draw together their skills, knowledge and understanding from across the full course of study. They can demonstrate accurate and detailed substantive knowledge and show sound understanding of all year 12 & 13 topics and relevant scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures. They will use disciplinary knowledge to show appropriate and explicit [image: A colorful brain with white lines
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Description automatically generated]application in a theoretical and practical context and can make thorough and well-focused synoptic links across their body of substantive psychological knowledge. They will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate relevant scientific information, ideas and evidence and be able to develop effective and logical arguments showing thorough and substantiated reasoning. They can propose appropriate developments and/or refinements of practical design and procedures and have developed competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills. They can organise and present knowledge clearly and employ disciplinary knowledge of Psychology-specific skills and strategies such as, the use of counterarguments or Issues & Debates to expand/elaborate further in AO3, whilst making consistent and accurate use of appropriate psychological terminology. Students will feel competent and confident in their ability to think like psychologists; thinking critically, analysing the evidence and asking inquisitive questions, and in their ability to demonstrate and apply their psychological knowledge and skills in their A Level examination, as well as beyond secondary education. All students have had an interest and enthusiasm for the subject nurtured with some having developed an interest in further study and careers associated with Psychology.

Rationale for time sequencing 
The beginning of year 13 covers the remaining areas of the Approaches and Biopsychology topics that were not covered at the end of year 12 – also as this is a topic that students can find more difficult, due to the biological focus, it is beneficial to do at beginning of year when students are most engaged and allows for retrieval practice of previous content taught prior to the six weeks holiday. The next topic is Gender. The choice for this option over the others, is that a lot of familiar concepts come back, e.g. using the psychodynamic approach from the Approaches topic to explain gender development. It means less new content in a very content-heavy subject. The same rationale goes for the other two optional topics, Stress and Addiction. 
We conclude the course with Issues and Debates. This is the first topic that appears in paper 3 but is taught last. This is because there is not a lot of new material in this module to learn when we are close to exam season. In addition, this is a chance to pull knowledge from the course and be synoptic. For example when students learn about the free will v determinism debate, they can draw from the biological approach from the approaches topic in discussing the debate. This is true across many topics in the course. Research Methods is interleaved throughout year 13 and this involves revision of year 12 content. In particular, bringing this knowledge forward to evaluate new concepts.
Opportunities for retrieval practice are planned throughout the Year 13 curriculum, particularly retrieval of Year 12 content so spaced revision and interleaving of topics is constant and students’ exam preparation has been consistent throughout the year. The disciplinary skills required for mastery of Psychology A Level are taught throughout the two-year course, e.g. essay skills, dissection of exam questions, application of research methods knowledge. All students will sit assessments at the end of each topic to address misconceptions and facilitate appropriate teacher interventions. [image: A colorful brain with white lines
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