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A level Sociology aims to provide students with an in-depth understanding and respect for the social world around them and the ability to recognise the environmental factors affecting the behaviour of individuals and groups, and by extension, society. Through the study of Sociology as an evidence-based approach to understanding social phenomena, our students will develop the courage and resilience to appreciate the causes, impact, and subsequent consequences of societal change on the structure of social institutions such as the family, education, religion, and crime. Furthermore, our students will develop a deeper understanding of individuals and specific groups life chances based on key social variables such as class, age, gender, and ethnicity (CAGE) that exist in our society. This includes understanding the impact of social policy and political decision making. 
Through the study of Sociology, our students will develop the necessary skills to scientifically investigate society, critically assess evidence and build the courage to consider solutions to today’s societal issues. Through empowering individuals with a wider knowledge of society, we aim for our Sociology students to become effective citizens who appreciate diversity and critically assess their own role within it. Our students will be equipped with a greater understanding of the challenges facing individuals and groups beyond their own experiences.

Students will develop:
· Their resilience for developing and exploring deep knowledge of sociological theory and evidence-based decision making. 
· The skills to be an effective social scientist. 
· The ability to critically assess reasons for and impacts of inequality in a range of different settings. 
· The knowledge and skills to support knowledge with independent enquiry. 
· To take pride and responsibility in being active participants in their local communities, politics, and voting. 
· An understanding of the challenges faced by others to develop their kindness and become empathetic and responsible citizens. 
· Having the courage to be more open minded to changes around them and the resilience to appreciate these differences between people. 
· An understating of the causes and effects of social behaviours. 
· To take responsibility and have the courage to seek solutions to real world issues through social policy.


Time Sequencing

The Year 12 Curriculum begins with an introduction to the basic theories in Sociology. These are Functionalism, Marxism and Feminism. These are the foundation of the Sociology course and constantly thread through different topics. For example, Functionalism is the first theory that is 
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We then go into the first topic on paper 1 which is Education. Doing this topic next is beneficial to students as they can constantly relate the content to their own experiences of school, which increases their confidence in the subject. Research Methods and Methods in Context follow this. Research Methods is certainly not the favourite, but necessary foundation of understanding how Sociological research is conducted in the real world. Methods in Context puts each of the research methods in the context of Education. So, understanding Education, looking at different research method techniques and then placing them in the context of Education and the different issues that arise from this, is a logical order. This is then followed by Families and Households, again, another topic where students can link the subject matter to their own experiences. Again, there is ample opportunity for interleaving from the, now, research methods knowledge that has been acquired, applying to the study of Family. The theories from the beginning of year 12 also make a comeback and are applied to the Family.

Year 13 begins with Crime and Deviance. This is generally the favourite topic in the whole course, and it makes use of a time where students are refreshed, motivated, and engaged following the six-week break. This is important as whilst the content is very interesting, some of the later theories in this topic are more challenging so maximum student engagement is essential. We then move onto the Media topic. This topic appears at the end of paper 2 and again, it is one that students tend to enjoy. Previously we have taught Beliefs in this option block but decided to move to Media as we believe it suits our students better. Finally, we conclude the curriculum with Theory and Methods. A lot of this topic has already been covered through Research Methods and Theories from Year 12. We save the remainder of this until the end as this is some of the most difficult material of the course. By this point, students are experienced in A Level Sociology, so they are better prepared to tackle these more difficult concepts and theories. 


Year 12 end point
By the end of Year 12, students can demonstrate mostly accurate and detailed substantive knowledge and show sound understanding of Sociological theory, Education, Families and Households, and relevant scientific ideas, processes, techniques, and procedures (Research Methods). They will have begun to demonstrate and apply appropriate disciplinary knowledge in a theoretical and practical context. They will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate relevant information, ideas and evidence and be able to develop mostly logical arguments showing an ability to reason and think critically. They can organise and present knowledge clearly and employ disciplinary knowledge of skills and strategies such as PEELE paragraphs for AO3 and consideration of methodological criticisms. Alongside this, they have begun to use appropriate sociological terminology. Students will have begun to think like sociologists, thinking critically, analysing the evidence, and asking inquisitive questions. Students have developed competence and confidence in the application of their knowledge and skills and are embracing the challenges of Sociology A Level.
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Year 13 end point
By the end of Year 13, students can draw together their skills, knowledge and understanding from across the full course of study. They can demonstrate accurate and detailed substantive knowledge and show sound understanding of all year 12 & 13 topics and relevant scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures. They will use disciplinary knowledge to show appropriate and explicit application in a theoretical and practical context and can make thorough and well-focused synoptic links across their body of substantive sociological knowledge. They will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate relevant information, ideas and evidence and be able to develop effective and logical arguments showing thorough and substantiated reasoning. They can organise and present knowledge clearly and employ disciplinary knowledge of Sociology-specific skills and strategies such as, the use of counterarguments to expand their AO3, whilst making consistent and accurate use of appropriate sociological terminology. Students will feel competent and confident in their ability to think like sociologists; thinking critically, analysing the evidence and asking inquisitive questions. 
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